Copy of an email sent 22 May 2026

To all clergy,

We are excited to share that we have partnered with Gloucestershire County Council Family Hubs Team and the YMCA to deliver a project led by the Gather Movement which maps the social action provision of all Christian places of worship and faith-based organisations across our diocese.

They research 4 areas of social provision:
· Children and Families
· Mental Health
· Food Poverty and
· Housing and Homelessness.

With an accurate map of the current activities being carried out by the Church and faith-based organisations, we can more effectively signpost and collaborate to meet the needs of local communities across our diocese. This map will be an online interactive map that will be available for everyone to access and to share, so a great resource for us all.

An appointed and trained Gather Movement survey team will be in touch with you over the coming weeks, requesting 20-30 minutes of your time by phone. We would be so grateful if you would take the time to speak to them and share all the amazing ways your church serves the local community.

When all the data has been collected and analysed (hopefully in the autumn), there will be opportunities for local civic leaders and church/faith-based leaders to meet and reflect together in later 2026/early 2027, thus strengthening our partnership to improve outcomes for local communities to thrive.

If you have further questions about any aspects of this mapping project, or Gather Movement/Movement for Recovery, please contact either: 
Corban Wood, Movement for Recovery Coordinator corbanwood@gathermovement.org
Or Tim Welch, YMCA Lead Chaplain, tim.welch@cheltenhamymca.com

Best wishes,
Kathryn Warner

