
For this year’s services we are trialling a new approach. To help us deliver a more environmentally friendly service and to help better support pupils with special educational needs, we are going paper-free.

This means that printed orders of service will no longer be available. Children will be encouraged to follow the service via the screens and to engage with those leading the service, as much as possible.

To help you talk through the service in advance, details of the order of service can be seen below with links to the relevant songs and prayers/readings. 

We understand that some children do benefit from having an order of service. However, it is difficult for us centrally to provide something that meets each individual need. Therefore, a Word document with all the details of the service is provided for download and adaption by schools. 

If you feel you have a pupil who needs a printed version of the order of service, please download the text and adapt it as necessary (eg larger font, different coloured fonts etc) so you can bring it along with you. We will not have copies available. It will be the responsibility of each school to ensure they have the relevant order of service available,

We will review this new approach after the services. Please look out for feedback opportunities via the DEN, so we can continue to develop our services for all.




Leavers’ Service 2026 

Gloucester Cathedral

Tuesday 9 June, Wednesday 10 June and Thursday 11 June 2026



Welcome to this special service in which we say thank you to God for our schools and for one another. As you leave your Church of England school, we hope you’ve had a good time and discovered more about the world, who you are and how much God loves you. 

During the service look around you. Gloucester Cathedral has stood in the centre of Gloucester for hundreds and hundreds of years and reminds us that even when things in life change, God’s love does not change. Even though you are leaving the school to which you have belonged, God is not leaving you. You still belong to God who loves you and wants each of us to know Jesus Christ as our friend. 

The school you are leaving not only has a name, but it probably has a badge or a uniform which shows that you belong to that school. As you join your new school, we wonder what badge or symbol you will have to show that you belong? Today you will be given a cross which is the sign used by friends of Jesus Christ as a sign of their belonging. If you have been baptised (also known as being christened) you will have been marked with the sign of the cross. We hope you have heard about Jesus and the cross at your primary school. 

You might like to keep the cross you are given today in your pocket or bag. It’s called a holding cross not just because you can hold it but also because it reminds us of Jesus Christ and his love which can hold us even when life is difficult or sad. 

In this service you will be thinking about what it means to belong to your school, the family of God and the world. 

We hope you enjoy the service today – we are praying that it is a special time for every one of you because every one of you is special. 

With our good wishes and prayers, 
The Rt Revd Rachel Treweek Bishop of Gloucester 
The Rt Revd Robert Springett Bishop of Tewkesbury 



Welcome 


We have come together in the presence of God,
To tell our stories
To sing our songs
And to step into the future in faith.

The Lord be with you
ALL: And also with you.


Clergy talk to pupils 


ALL STAND

Opening song - the Lord’s my shepherd (Psalm 23) - and Procession of the School Banners

The Lord’s my shepherd (Psalm 23) 

Verse 1 
The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want; 
He makes me lie in pastures green. 
He leads me by the still, still waters, 
His goodness restores my soul. 

Chorus 
And I will trust in You alone, 
And I will trust in You alone, 
For Your endless mercy follows me, 
Your goodness will lead me home. 

Verse 2 
He guides my ways in righteousness, 
And He anoints my head with oil, 
And my cup, it overflows with joy, 
I feast on His pure delights. 

Chorus 

Verse 3 
And though I walk the darkest path, 
I will not fear the evil one, 
For You are with me, and Your rod and staff 
Are the comfort I need to know. 
Chorus 

For Your endless mercy follows me, 
Your goodness will lead me home. 

Stuart Townend Copyright © 1996 Thankyou Music (Adm. by CapitolCMGPublishing.com excl. UK & Europe, adm. by Integrity Music, part of the David C Cook family, songs@integritymusic.com)


ALL SIT

Opening prayer
If you would like to make that prayer your own, please feel free to say ‘Amen’ at the end.

Loving God
As these banners remind us of who we are
And all we have shared
Give us thankful hearts for the past
And courage for the future
And as we go on to new beginnings
Keep us in your care and guide us in your ways;
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen


First reading  - taken from a letter sent from St Paul to a group of Christians living in a place called Philippi in Greece. 

This is the word of the Lord.

ALL: Thanks be to God.


Barrie Voyce, Youth Connector and Jessica from iSingPop talk about the reading.


ALL STAND

Song: Glow 

Verse 1 
Love so amazing and kind 
Oh I’m so glad that it found me 
Now when it’s dark in my life 
There is a light all around me 

If I feel fear 
Well then I know 
there’ll be a glimmer right here 
I’m gonna let it glow

Chorus 
And I want you to tell me 
How to show that I care 
Cause I know that you love me 
And you’ll always be there 
When I’m living your way 
I’m ready to go 
When my heart is your heart
I can’t help but glow

Verse 2 
I wanna shine like a star 
So everybody can see it 
A love so deep in my heart 
Now every day I can feel it

If I fall down
 I know you’re gonna get me
 Onto safe ground 
Where I can let it glow

Chorus

Let your light shine 
Brighter than the starlight
Let the beat flow

Woah woah woah 
Let your light shine 
Brighter than the firelight 
Let the world know 
I’m gonna let it glow 
I’m gonna let it glow

Chorus

©iSingPOP 2024 | All Rights Reserved iSignPOP is a part of Innervation Trust. Registered Charity No: 1131757


ALL SIT


Barry and Jessica continue followed by A Bible Story from Bob Hartman, Storyteller and Author 


Prayers
Pupil Readers


ALL STAND

Song: This Is Our World 

This Is Our World 

If we’re gonna close our eyes 
To the things we do 
And the things we say 
Then when will we realise 
There’s a deeper love 
There’s a better way 

True love and forgiveness 
Is all that we need 
And a heart open wide 

This is our world and this is our time 
Great is the love together we find 
This is my hope and this is my prayer 
I wanna take you there 

If we’re gonna understand 
What it is to give 
What it is to care
We do everything we can
In the way we live 
In the love we share 

True love and forgiveness 
Is all that we need 
And a heart open wide 

This is our world and this is our time 
Great is the love together we find 
This is my hope and this is my prayer
I wanna take you there 
This is our world. 

© iSingPOP 2017 All Rights Reserved. iSingPOP is a part of Innervation Trust, Registered Charity No. 1131757


ALL SIT 

Presentation and Blessing of Holding Crosses 
Diocesan Director of Education, Jane Borgeaud, and Clergy 


ALL STAND

Prayer and Procession of Candles 
Clergy and pupil candle bearers 


Song: Lighting Up The World 

Verse 1:
 I feel this love around me lighting up the world 
I see the wonder of it all 
The coldest winter the autumn leaves 
A summer breeze behind me 
Each time I see another morning break the night 
There is a sunrise on it's way 
Then all creation begins to rise 
And bring another day 

Chorus: 
Lighting up the world for me 
So real and wonderful to see 
And who could ask for more 
Who could ask for more 
Beautifully made for us 
So we can surely care enough 
And we can have it all 
We can have it all 

Verse 2: 
We've got to look around and change the way we are 
And help to build a better place 
We need to wake up and hear the truth 
So we can learn together 
We have to show the way and care for where we live 
And keep believing in our hearts 
We've got to hold on to all we have 
And change the way we are 

Bridge: 
So when the thunder and the clouds come over 
And then the night time brings a flood 
We come together for a brighter future 
We feel the power feel the love 

Tell me how do I describe 
The sun the moon the stars the sky 
And all for us to share 

CCLI Song # 7136481 Mark Pennells | Zarc Porter © 2019 Movation Music (Admin. by Song Solutions www.songsolutions.org) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI Licence No. 3808


Commissioning Promises 
ADULTS STAND CHILDREN SIT

Jesus said that we should all come to the Kingdom of God like a child:

Teachers and staff, will you support, cherish and pray for all children in your care, especially the leavers here today, that they join their new school family with confidence and love?

ADULTS: we will

ADULTS SIT CHILDREN STAND

Jesus asked us to love one another as he loves us.

Children, as you journey together, will you remember all that you have learnt that is good, helpful and true?

CHILDREN: we will

Jesus said that we should love our neighbours as ourselves

Children, as you journey together, will you treasure all that you have discovered about friendship, kindness, patience and compassion?

CHILDREN: we will

Jesus said that we should let our lights shine:

Children, as you journey together, will you use your talents and skills to help others and be part of God’s family?

CHILDREN: we will

In the Psalms we read that the earth is the Lord’s and everything in it:

Children, as you journey together, will you do all you can to sustain and support God’s creation, our world?

CHILDREN: we will


The Lord’s Prayer

	Contemporary
	Traditional

	Our Father in heaven,
	Our Father, who art in heaven,

	hallowed be your name,
	hallowed be thy name;

	your kingdom come,
	thy kingdom come;

	your will be done,
	thy will be done;

	on earth as in heaven.
	on earth as it is in heaven.

	Give us today our daily bread.
	Give us this day our daily bread.

	Forgive us our sins
	And forgive us our trespasses,

	as we forgive those who sin against us.
	as we forgive those who trespass against us.

	Lead us not into temptation
	And lead us not into temptation;

	but deliver us from evil.
	but deliver us from evil.

	For the kingdom, the power,
	For thine is the kingdom,

	and the glory are yours
	the power and the glory,

	now and for ever.
	for ever and ever.

	Amen.
	Amen.




ALL STAND

Song: Shine

Shine from the inside out 
That the world will see you live in me 
Shine from the inside out 
That the world will see you live in me 
You know me and you love me 
You fill me, so send me to... 

Know me, love me, fill me, send me 
Know me, love me, fill me, send me 
Know me, love me, fill me, send me 

Shine 

Nick Jackson CCLI #:5186505 © 2007 Powerpack (Admin by Amos3music)


Final Prayer and Blessing 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
ALL: With God’s help we will 


