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Pauntley Church of England Primary School

Vision

‘Faith, Family, Flourish’

Pauntley is an inclusive and caring school of choice. We are child-focussed, with core values to enable us all to

follow Jesus’s example and so flourish and contribute to the local community and the world God loves.

Colossians 2:7

Pauntley Church of England Primary School is living up to its foundation as a Church school and is enabling pupils
and adults to flourish. It has the following notable strengths.

Strengths

A clearly articulated vision, known and shared by leaders reflects the school’s context. As a result, well-
crafted strategic decisions support the school on its journey, driving it forward.

Pupils and adults are valued as part of the school family. The authentically lived out vision, creates a
culture where each person is seen, celebrated and grows as an individual.

Dignity and respect abound throughout the school enabling pupils and adults to treat each other well. As a
result, pupils, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) flourish on their
journey.

Inclusive collective worship enables pupils to gain a wider understanding of the world around them. It
enables them to reflect on big questions which in turn, supports their development.

Relationships are strong in the school. The school is a valued part of the community and recognised as a
safe and nurturing place where pupils and adults thrive.

Development Points

Embed spirituality within the curriculum and across the school. This is so that pupils and adults are
enabled to recognise the times when they grow spiritually.

Develop pupils’ understanding of justice. This is so that pupils can be empowered to challenge the aspects
of injustice they encounter.

Embed the work around diversity within religious education (RE). This is to ensure that pupils develop a
deeper understanding of Christianity as a globally diverse faith.



Inspection Findings

A strong, authentic Christian vision of ‘Faith, Family, Flourish’ is the cornerstone of Pauntley Primary School. The
vision drives strategic decisions made by leaders at all levels within the school. Pauntley is on a journey which has
overcome challenges and changes along the way. This is because leaders have been relentless in ensuring that the
vision, and the Christian identity of the school, are at the forefront of their plans. As a result, a ‘haven of
wholesomeness’ has been created where individuals are valued and grow together as a family with joy.

The supportive governing body know and articulate the vision well. Governance discussions are held in the light of
the vision. Despite Pauntley being part of a federation with non-church schools, the governors have ensured that
Pauntley does not lose its unique identity. This is because they know the vision well and value the contribution the
school makes to the federation and the wider community. Through monitoring visits, governors evaluate the
impact of the vision on the school. As a result, they have a clear understanding of the impact that it has. They
recognise the challenges faced by a small school and are active in offering support.

Underpinned by the vision, the curriculum enables pupils to grow in their learning. Strategic decisions within the
curriculum ensure that it is adapted to the pupils and enable them to flourish. Expertise is shared across the
federation, meaning that pupils’ experience is not diminished in a small school. Leaders have ensured that pupils
have new experiences as part of their learning journey. For example, pupils participating in a mock trial and
football tournament. As a result, pupils’ faith in themselves has grown and in turn they flourish in school. This in
turn has an impact on their spiritual development. Leaders recognise that part of spirituality is having a love for
yourselves first. This then leads to a love for others, the world and beyond. Through big questions, pupils explore
some of these ideas which contributes to their spiritual development. However, spirituality is not fully embedded
within the curriculum and planned opportunities for spiritual growth are missed. As a result, pupils and adults are
not always aware of where spiritual development has taken place.

Pauntley is a community that lives well together. This is because through the vision, pupils and adults are seen and
valued as individuals. As a result, dignity and respect are hallmarks of this inclusive family. Teachers recognise
pupils’ interests and in turn are able to adapt how they support them. This enables pupils to recognise the
achievements and value in others and themselves. Pupils comment that, “we are all different, and that’s OK. That
is why we are a family.”

Mental health and well-being are a high priority within the school. This is because the vision drives the
understanding of flourishing for all within the school family. Staff value how they are cared for, especially through
periods of personal and professional challenge. They recognise and value the fact that leaders have faith in them
and as a result they are enabled to be the best they can be. This vision inspired care, leads to a culture where all
are willing to go above and beyond to ensure the pupils in the school thrive.

Leaders, through the vision, actively engage in promoting a culture built on justice. They are relentless in breaking
down barriers for all pupils, including those with SEND. For example, making provision for pupils with mobility
difficulties to attend a fundraising walk. Leaders support pupils in their own understanding of their individual
needs. They then seek to help classmates with an understanding of how people are all different, leading to a sense
of acceptance. This helps to create a culture where no pupil is unfairly treated, and pupils recognise the
achievements of all. As a result of understanding different needs, pupils actively engage in fundraising for a variety
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of charities. However, pupils’ understanding of justice is underdeveloped. As a result, opportunities to explore and
tackle injustice outside of school are not always taken.

Relationships with the wider community are strong. Parents rightly appreciate that the school know their children
well and the impact that this has on them. They value the care attention taken to support their children to settle
into school, particularly when they have come from other places. Furthermore, parents know that they will not be
judged because the school understand the challenges that they may face. This further adds to the culture of justice
created by adults within the school. The local church also values the relationship with the school. Services at
Christmas and Easter help to share special times as a community. As a result, members of the church and wider
community learn together, which contributes to spiritual development.

Invitational collective worship enables pupils and adults to reflect on the things around them. Rooted in the vision,
and linked to the school’s core values, collective worship brings the whole school community together. Through
worship, pupils reflect on their values. This in turn challenges them to live differently both in and out of school. A
variety of resources such as ‘No Outsiders’ enable pupils to gain an understanding of their value in the world and
contribute to spiritual flourishing. Furthermore, reflecting on stories from the Bible also supports pupils’
understanding of their school values and in turn how to make good choices.

The RE curriculum is carefully planned and meets statutory requirements. It enables pupils to study a wide range
of religious and non-religious worldviews. Training from the diocese supports teachers in their confidence in
delivering the curriculum. Pupils enjoy their learning and are articulate about sharing their knowledge. They value
RE as an important part of the curriculum and their development. They can recall some aspects of different
religious experiences, such as festivals. Visits to the local church supplement their learning about Christianity.
Through these they gain an understanding of how Christians live out their faith. However, their understanding of
Christianity as a globally diverse faith is less developed.
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