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PAN (Published Admission Number)

Admission authorities must set a PAN each year for each 'relevant age group’ (i.e.
the age group at which pupils are normally admitted to the school — Reception,
year 7 etc). A school can have more than one normal point of entry and so more
than one PAN (e.g. a secondary school with a sixth form will have a PAN for year 7
and probably also a separate PAN for external applicants to year 12).

A PAN represents the minimum number of applicants that the admission authority
must admit to that age group, for that year of entry (assuming that enough
applications are received). Schools may refuse admission to the relevant age group
where the PAN has been reached or may choose to admit over PAN. Admissions
over PAN do not change the PAN itself.

Where the normal year of entry is Reception, the Infant Class Size Limit may in
practice limit a school’s ability to admit over PAN (except for cases where the child
is an ‘excepted child’).

The PAN only applies to the relevant age group. It cannot be used to refuse a
place in other year groups. A refusal to admit to other year groups can only be on
the basis that to admit an additional pupil will prejudice the provision of efficient
education or efficient use of resources (which, for infant classes, includes the steps
that would have to be taken to avoid a breach of the Infant Class Size Limit
legislation). There is no such thing in law as a ‘cap’ on places in those other year
groups.

Schools are not required to consult if they wish to increase their PAN, though they
must inform the LA of their decision and publish this information on their website.
However, schools must consult if they decide to reduce their PAN. An admission
authority can apply for an in-year variation to reduce the PAN where there has
been a major change of circumstances since a PAN was set (see separate note re
variations to determined arrangements).



