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A summary guide to School Admission Appeals

Every parent refused a school place has a legal right to ‘appeal’ that decision. It has to be in
writing.

The School Admission Appeals Code 2022 lays out the mandatory requirements and
guidance for school admission appeals. The words ‘must’ and ‘must not’ indicate mandatory
requirements in law.

The Appeal Panel has to be completely independent of school, LA and parents. The Appeal
Panel has at least three people including Lay and Non-Lay members and must be trained.
(Lay and Non-Lay refer to experience in education and are broadly defined terms). Clerk
and Chair have defined roles. Once an appeal is ‘lodged’ there are statutory timescales that
have to be adhered to.

There are two types of appeal — 2 stage and Infant Class Size (not all appeal for infant classes
are Infant Class Size appeals!) Two stage appeal is in two parts (school’s case and appellant’s
case) and weighs up the prejudice (to the provision of efficient education and use of
resources) for those already in the school and the appellant’s reasons for wanting a place.
An Infant Class Size appeal is only for those appellants who have been refused a place on
infant class size grounds.

The Panel have very limited grounds on which they can uphold the appeal — if the decision
to refuse the place was incorrect, unlawful or ‘unreasonable’. The Panel’s decision is legally
binding on the school. Parents can complain about the lawfulness of the process to the LGO
(for maintained schools) or DfE (for academies). They cannot complain about the decision.

Only one appeal allowed in any academic year unless there is an exceptional change of
circumstances and the Admission Authority accepts a second application.
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